NHO CHA GIUSE PHAN TAN THANH

Nguyén Quang Hung'

1.Vai ky ttc vé cha Giuse Phan TAn Thanh

Khoang thot gian nay ndm ngoai 2025, nhan mét cugc Hoi thdo ciia Hoc vién Ba Minh
ban vé pham gia con ngudi nhan ky niém 800 nam sinh cia thanh Thomas Aquino va théng
diép Dignitas infinita vé chii @é nay ciia Gido hoang Phanxicé I, tdi va mot hoc tro ¢ dip gip
gd, trao d6i v6i cha Phan Tan Thanh va mot sé dong nghiép tri thirc Cong gido. Cudi nam
nay, co dip vao tp. H6 Chi Minh t6i ciing c6 du dinh ghé qua tham cha Thanh, nhung khong
ngd cudc gip g& ndm ngoai lai 13 1an gip g& cudi cung, khi duoc tin cha Thanh cach day it
lau vinh vién roi xa cdi tran, vé véi Chua.

Trong bbi canh 1a qubc gia da ton gido, su khac biét cia cong dong Kitd hiru ¢ Viét
Nam véi cong dong céc ton gido truyén thong vé phuong dién lich st va van héa 16n hon so
v6i nhitng khac biét giita cac ton gido truyén thong véi nhau, nhung véi toi, nguoc lai, da
phan nhitng nguoi ban than thiét lai dén tir nhing tri thirc Céng gido. Cha Thanh la mot trong
s do.

T6i ¢6 dip biét cha Thanh cach day chimg chuc nam. Mot sy gap g tinh c& qua gi6i
thiéu cua nha nghién ctru Bui Van Nam Son, Hoc vién BDa Minh moi t6i téi néi chuyén. Nhan
khi d6 dang phu trach Trung tim Nghién ctru Ton gido Puong Dai cia Dai hoc Qudc gia Ha
Noi, noi hang nam td chirc cac Hoi thao, toa dam trong nudc va quéc té, toi co dip moi cha
Thanh tham dy cac Hoi thao d6. Tir d6 mdi quan hé giita ching t6i nhu duoc tiép thém sirc.
Trir mot d6i ndm do trd ngai dich covid, hiu nhu ndm nao chung toi cling gip nhau, hodc &
Ha Noi, hodc ¢ Saigon.

Trong cudc sdng chung ta van thudng gip canh khong it nguoi ta van gip hang ngay,
tham chi ngay cing truong nhung khoéng lam sao ma than thiét duoc. Nguoc lai, cé nhiing
ngudi ma méi gip g& lan dau, nhung dudng nhu “c6 nhan duyén” theo cach néi cia nha Phat,
c6 cam giac nhu di quen biét tir lau. Cha Thanh d6i véi t6i 1a mot ngudi nhu vay. Biét nhau
chua qua lau, gap go khong thuong xuyén, nhung ludn c6 cdm gidc nhu nhiing ngudi than
thiét vay. Cha Thanh 1a mot sb it ngudi ma toi thyuce su coi nhu nhimg ngudi ban tri ky. C6
cubn sach nao méi ra cha ludn ting t6i. Tham chi cé ¥ twong méi thai nghén, nhitng van dé
dang con tran trd, cha ciing khong ngan ngai chia sé v6i t6i. Du cho méi truong song, 1am
viéc khac nhau, nhung gitra chung t6i khong c6 khoang cach nao. Qua ciing 1a diéu khong dé
c6 dugc.

An twong cua cha Thanh dé lai 1a mot ngudi am tudng, tinh thong cac van dé than hoc
Cong gio vo cung sic nét, nhung ludn t6 ra vo cung khiém tén dén la ling. Cha lu6n khuyén
nhi chung t6i truy vé ngudn gbc cac thuat ngir, giang giai vé nhirng thay ddi vé ngir nghia cac
thudt ngit d6 trong tién trinh lich sir & cac nén van hoa khac nhau, ddn dén viéc ngay nay

* GS.TS tai khoa Triét hoc va Quan 1y, Trudng Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa hoi va Nhan vin, PHQGHN
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ching ta c6 nhiéu céi nhin sai lac khong it cac van dé.! Vi thé, cha luon khuyén nhu chung toi
truy tim vé nguodn coi cac thuat ngir thin hoc cbt 161 dé tranh nhitng ngd nhan, hiéu 1am dang
tiéc. Diéu t6i hoc hoi tir cha 1a thai d 1am viéc nghiém tic vé hoc thuat, khong sa da, ban tim
vao nhitng tranh luan, dam tiéu vo bo nhitng van d& cudc séng van xay ra hang ngay.

2.Piém qua mdt sb cong trinh ciia cha Giuse Phan T4n Thanh

Biét nhau khong lau, gip g& khong thuong xuyén, nhung t6i c6 may méan duoc cha
Thanh wu ai tdng sach. Nay xin phép diém qua nhirng cong trinh ma cha than tdng nhu mot
nén huong tudng nhd nguoi ban vong nién.

Cha Phan Téan Thanh 1a mét trong nhitng cay dai thu cta nén than hoc va triét hoc Ki
t6 giao & Viét Nam. Ong la tac gia cta hang chuc cong trinh 16n nho, trong d6 phai ké toi
Dam dao ve Summa T heologiae cua thanh Toma Aquino, Nxb. Héng btrc, Dam dao vé
Summa contra gentiles ciia thanh Téma Aquind, Nxb. Hong Dlc, Poi song tinh cam ciia
thanh Téma Aquiné ma cha da c6 1an gidi thidu voi tap chi Triét hoc va Tu tudng.

Phan Tan Thanh (2022, Loi vé Thién chiia trong doi song Gido héi), (tap I-1T), Nxb.
Héng Drc.

B0 sach kha do so, gan 900 trang, trong d6 trinh bay cac quan niém co ban cta hau hét
céc triét gia, than hoc gia, tAp trung vao cic nha than hoc Cong gido tir tién khoi toi Cong
ddng Vatican II (1962-1965). Tdp I dé cap t6i than hoc thoi ky cac Gido phu. Tdp II dé cap
t6i than hoc tir thoi trung dai dén nay. Pay c6 thé coi nhu mét gido trinh vé lich sir than hoc
Kit6 giao. Voi mot ngdn ngit, van phong trung tinh, diéu can thiét ciia mot nha nghién ciru,
mot nha khoa hoc, cong trinh cho chiing ta mot bue tranh chung vé lich sir than hoc Kitd gido
tir tién khai t61 hién nay. Cac van dé phan tich mang tinh han 1dm, thdm sdu, v6i nhiéu nhan
xét siu sdc, xac dang, c6 tinh thuyét phuc cao, nhung duogc tac gia trinh bay véi mot hanh van
d& hiéu, phuc vu cho viéc quang ba dai chung. Chang han, cong trinh cit nghia tir “Than hoc”
trong nguyén gdc, theologia (ghép boi theos va logos) khong chi c6 nghia 1a “10i vé Thién
Chuta”, ma con 1a “1oi voi Thién Chiia”, va trong truong hop dang ban, “loi ciia Thién Chiaa”.?
Céc sic thai trén cho thdy sy phong phii khong chi vé tri thirc ciia phan khoa than hoc, ma con
vé tam thé, cach tiép can.

béng chu y 1a doan nobi vé su hinh thanh céc truong dai hoc d4u tién cua chau Au cho
ta thiy su phan biét gitra trudng dai hoc véi cac truong hoc khac khong phai dai hoc. Pai hoc
(universitas) la truong, trong d6 c6 cac phan khoa (facultas) nghia la dao tao cac linh vuc
khac nhau. Pai hoc 14 truong, trong d6 sinh vién khong chi nghe thuyét giang ma phai tranh
bién, tirc phai tu hoc, tu trao ddi kién thir, nghia 1a phai tu nghién ctru theo cach noi hién dai.
Day chinh 13 nén ting dé dén dau thé ky XIX Wilhelm von Humboldt dura mé hinh dai hoc
nghién ctru trong xay dung cac truong dai hoc. Dai hoc 1 noi ¢6 quyén cip ching chi cho
ngudi hoc dé tir 36 ho ¢6 quyén mo 16p day hoc. Vé phuong dién t6 chire, Pai hoc 1a mot co
so dao tao c6 quyén tu tri, chiu sy quan 1y ciia Gido hoang, ngudi ding dau gido hoi hoan vil.

' Pon ctr, mafia ban ddu 4m chi du kich ¢ Y trong cudc d4u tranh chdng su thdng tri ciia ngoai bang, nhung gid
déy da mang mot ¥ nghia hoan toan khac biét v6i ban déu. .
2 Phan Tan Thanh (2022), Loi vé Thién chua trong doi song Gido hoi, tap 11, Nxb. Hong Buc, tr. 576.



Céc giam muyc hay chinh quyén dia phuong khong co quyén can thiép vao ndi bd t6 chirc clia
dai hoc. “Tai chau Au, tuy ring cac trudng hoc da xudt hién tir 1au, cach riéng 1a cac hoc vién
(studium) (.. ) dac diém cua universitas vao thé ky XII-XIII 1a cac t6 hop cac gido su va sinh
vién duoc quyén cip bang dé mo truong day hoc. Trudc day, cac “hoc vién” truc thudc gidm
muc hodc vién phu dia phuong; ké tir nay, ho trg thanh t6 hop tu tri, (...) cu thé, dai hoc Paris
duogc tu tri trong viéc quan tri; khl ¢ van dé gi thi ho nho Gido hoang giai quyét, chir giam
muc dia phuong hodc chinh quyén khong dugc phép can thiép (...) Vao luc thanh lap, dai hoc
Paris chi ¢ hai phan khoa: Than hoc va Artes (twong dwong v&i Nhan vin hodc Triét hoc
(...) Vé sau, dai hoc m¢ thém céac phan khoa Luat va Y (...) Xét vé phuong phép su pham,
sinh vién than hoc dugc huin luyén bang viéc tham du lectio, disputatio va predicatio (...)
[Néu vi mot dai hoc nhu mét toa nha] lectio la nén cua toa nha, predicatio la tuong, disputatio
1a mai”.? Tiép tuc mach suy nghi ndy, cong trinh nhan manh: “Lectio 1a bai day thong thuong
cua gido su than hoc: doc cac tac gia (...) disputatio 1a cudc tranh bién dudi sy hudng dan cua
gido su (...) predicatio 1a mot hinh thirc giang day vé dirc tin va phong hoa nham muc dich
dao tao”.*

Mot trong nhitng van dé 16n cta triét hoc va than hoc 1a quan hé giira dic tin va 1y tri.
Cong trinh phan tich ky vé diéu nay khi ban luan vé di san cia Téma Aquino ma tac gia da
danh nhiéu nam nghién ctru. “Cung véi su hoa hop giita dirc tin va 1y tri, chiing ta cling phai
nhan thirc rang ca hai déu tan dung nhirg phuong thé nhan thirc khdc nhau. Ly tri d6n nhan
chan 1y nho c6 bang ching minh nhién truc tiép hodc qua trung gian; con dirc tin, nguoc lai,
don nhan chén 1y trén nén tang thim quyén Loi Thién Chua di duge mac khai (...) Su khac
biét nay dam bdo cho tinh ddc 1ap cua ca khoa nhan van va khoa than hoc. Tuy nhién diéu do
khong c6 nghTa 1a hai nganh khoa hoc na‘ly tach biét nhau, nhung thay vao do, ngu y mot su
cong tac bo tic cho nhau va ciing thing tién”.3

O Viét Nam cho dén nay van con mot s y kién cho rang thoi trung c6 1a giai doan
thoai trao trong lich sir triét hoc TAy phuong, vién dan cach néi “dém truong trung c6” khoi
dau tir mot nha nhan van ngudi Y mang tinh than phé phan, duoc xem 13 dng t6 tho méi cua
chau Au Francesco Petrarca (1304-1374). Thuc ra, d6 1a mot su ngd nhan 16n va ngay nay
gidi st hoc khong con sir dung cach goi nhu vay nira, hodc néu co goi cling chi 4m chi mot
giai doan cy thé nao d6 cua thoi trung cd, chang han thoi ky Dé ché Roma suy tan (thé ky V-
VII) khi ma nhiéu qudc gia 1dm vao canh hdn loan. Poc cong trinh ciia cha Phan Tan Thanh,
ngudi ta dé dang thay dugc nhimg ngd nhan d6. Nhitng nghién ciru thoi trung 6 cho thdy day
1a thoi ky ra doi cac truong dai hoc dau tién & chau Au, sy phat trién cia kién trac Gothic,
nhiing tién bd vuot bac trong néng nghiép, ki nghé va thuong mai, su hinh thanh caa nhiéu
qudc gia va thé ché chiu Au, trong d6 phai ké toi Dé ché Pong La Ma (Byzantium) suy tan
vao nim 1453 ciing 1a mdc két thic thoi trung cd, khoi dau thoi can dai.

3 Phan Tén Thanh (2022), Loi vé Thién chiia trong doi song Gido hdi, tap 11, Nxb. Hong Duc, tr. 410-412

4 Phan T4n Thanh (2022), Loi vé Thién chiia trong doi song Gido héi, tap 11, Nxb. Hong Dirc, tr. 412-413.

5 Phan T4n Thanh (2022), Loi vé Thién chiia trong doi séng Gido hgi, tap 11, Nxb. Hong Puec, tr. 452.

5 Gidi str hoc mac xit thuong 14y mdc Cach mang tu san Anh (1642-1648) 1a méc khoi ddu thoi can dai. Mbi
méc sy kién lich sir ¢6 tac dong riéng toi tién trinh lich su, nhung xét vé thm muc anh hudng thi Cach mang tu san Anh
khong thé so véi su suy tan cua Dé ché Dong La Ma (Byzantium).



TRIET: Tap chi Triét hoc va Tu twéng, S6 18 (08/2026) 1

Tuy 12 mot linh muc, nhung nguoi doc khong hé thiy ong cuong diéu danh gia cao
mot cach thai qua triét hoc trung ¢ hay triét hoc Cong gido. Nhimng y kién cta cha Phan Tan
Thanh vé di san cta triét hoc trung dai khong phai 1a don doc. “Liéu triét hoc Trung dai c6
cony nghTa v6i ching ta ngdy nay? Chic chan 1a con. Trude hét, thoi Trung dai bic cau gitra
thoi ¢ dai va thoi hién dai. Thoi ky nay khong chi sao chép cac cao ban c6 xua va do d6 bao
ton duoc ca tri thirc 1an cung cach cua thoi c6 dai, ma trong céac trucmg phai, su lién tuc cua
cac van dé triét hoc dugc duy tri mot cach sinh dong. Nhirng chu dé can ban — lién quan toi
ban thé, tinh nhan qua, tinh thue tai (...) khong phai chi méi bt dau xuét hién cung véi cha
nghia nhan van va thoi ky Phuc hung (...) trai lai, chiung duoc truyén lai cho triét hoc hién
dai boi thb’i ky Trung dai. Ta khong thé doc Descartes, Spinoza Leibniz (...) tham chi la
Kant, néu khong thé hiéu vé cac quan niém, khai niém va cac van dé Trung dai”.

Quan niém vé dai hoc ctia chung ta con khé don gian. Timg c6 chuyén hai hudc, mot
co sO thué muon dugc vai tram mét vuong dét, chuc phong hoc, vai chuc gido vién ké ca trong
bién ché va hop dong vai vai ba thiét bi nghéo nan, ciing dwgc xung danh 1a mot dai hoc. Tuy
mot s6 tiéu chi cua truong dai hoc trén ddy nghe c6 vé don gian, nhung khong it truong dai
hoc hién nay ctia Viét Nam (va c6 thé nhiéu nudc dang phat trién khac) chua dap tmg duoc
nhitng tiéu chi trén ctia cac dai hoc phuong Tay tir thoi trung ¢o. Tinh trang day va hoc cia
ching ta dang qua phan manh, véi 161 day va hoc con mang ning tinh thuyét giang (thay
giang, tro nghe), it su tu hoc, cang it sw nghién ctru. Thiét nghi, chu truong sap nhap mot sb
truong dai hoc cong lap va phuong cham “lay ngudi hoc 1a trung tim” 1a hoan toan hop 1y.
C6 diéu viéc ndy can tién hanh mot cach than trong boi nhitng sai 1am ctia né khién cai gia
chung ta phai tra s€é khong nho.

Mot tac nhan dang ké dan toi nhitng d4o 10n trong su phat trién caa than hoc thoi can
dai la viéc dich lai Kinh thanh. Trudc day, thoi trung ¢6, Gido hoi Cong giao dung ban dich
tir tiéng Latin (Vulgata). Gio déy, cac trao luu canh tdn méi doi hoi truy vé ban gbc tiéng Hip
ri (Hebrew) d6i véi Cuu ude va ban gdc tiéng Hy Lap d6i véi Tan wdc. Nhitng thay doi trong
ban vin cac ban dich nay ciing 1a mot tién dé cho nhiing trao luwu cai cach than hoc sau nay.

Nhitng khai quéat vé sy khac biét giita cac trao lwu nhan van can dai khoi dau tir thoi
Phuc hung trong viéc dién giai, danh gia cac quan niém cbt 15i than hoc, tao ra nhitng khac
biét giira thoi trung c6 va can dai, theo cong trinh, tip trung vao ba diém chinh sau day. “1.
Than hoc cb dién cé cai nhin bi quan vé con ngudi: con ngudi yéu dudi, sa ngd pham toi.
Khuynh huéng nhan vin dé cao pham gia con ngudi: con ngudi dugce dung nén gidng hinh
anh Thién chta; 2. Than hoc cd dién léy Troi 1am tiéu diém cho moi hoat dong ctia con nguoi;
tran thé nay khong nhitng dugc coi nhu la noi tam bg, ma con bi 6 nhiém boi nhiéu chude
cam d6. Khuynh huéng nhan vin nhin vil tru nhu 13 cong trinh ciia Thién Chua; tir d6 ho danh
gia tich cuc céc gia tri tran thé: tién tai, chirc quyén, van chuong, ngh¢ thuat, vé dep cua than
thé; 3. Than hoc c6 dién doi 1y tri phai suy phuc dirc tin. Khuynh huéng nhan vin mudn danh

7 Hirschberger Johannes (2021), Lich st triét hoc, Tap thé dich gia Duong Anh Xuan va Thanh Phép, Chu truong
va hiéu dinh Bui Van Nam Son, tdp I, Nxb. Tri thuc, Ha Noi, tr. 357.



cho 1y tri vai trd tu 1ap. Diéu nay c6 nghia 1a thé quyén, chinh tri va phép luat tach biét khoi

than hoc va luan 1y”.8

Chi nhiing 16i stc tich va ngan gon trén, ching ta c6 thé hinh dung dugc nhimng khac
biét trong cach tiép can giita cac trao luu cai cach thoi Phuc hung va giai doan trudc d6. Cong
trinh cling danh mot thoi lwong dé dé cap tdi than hoc Tin Lanh va than hoc Chinh thng gido,
danh nhiing 11 tran trong cho cac nha cdi cach Tin Lanh cling nhu cac hé phai khac Kit6 gido.
Tuy véi mot thoi lugng khong 16n, nhung cho ching ta mot sy tong quan vé than hoc Kito
gido nodi chung dé tir d6 ai d6 co thé 1am tién dé di sdu vao nhing van d& than hoc Tin Lanh
va Chinh thong gido, so sanh, ddi chiéu v6i nhimg nén tang cta than hoc Cong gido, nhan
thay nhitng twong dong ciing nhu nhirg khéc biét giita cac hé phai Kitod gido trong nhimg van
dé c6t 161 ctia than hoc.

Cong trinh cling d& cp toi trao luu than hoc giai phong. Su cit nghia “giai phong” &
céc nén van hoéa khac nhau, tham chi cac t6n gido khac nhau rat quan trong, tranh nhiing ngd
nhan dang tiéc do viéc khong truy vé gbc cua cac khai niém nay. “O Viét Nam, tiéng “giai
phong” dugc gan lién t6i mot phong trao chinh trj gianh doc lap tu do. Nhung trong cac tiéng
Tay phuong tiéng “liberation” khong chi gi6i han trong linh vuc chinh tri; n6 ciing c6 nghia
1a “giai thoat”, mét tu twong cin ban cua An gido va Phat gido. Danh tir 46 duoc dung trong
Tan wdc ciing theo nghia ludn 1y ton gido, chang han “sy that s& giai thoat (hay giai phong)
cac con” (Ga 8, 32). Noi dung chinh cta vi¢c giai phong 1a tra lai tu do cho ngudinao do (...)
tir “giai phong” mudn nodi 1én 1ong khao khat mot xa hoi cong binh va xtimg dang véi nhan
pham. Khat vong duoc gin lién véi sy diép Kitd gido, sir diép nham giup cho con ngudi duoc

tu do ¢4 vé nodi tAm lan thé chat”.’

Cong trinh ciling danh vai trang dua nhiing thong tin vé nhiing tranh luan thoi sy vé
than hoc A chau, noi san sinh ra hau hét cac ton gido 16n trén thé giéi. Cac van dé cta than
hoc A chau da duoc khoi thao tir cach day nira thé ky, nhan manh hai van dé c6t 15i cta than
hoc A chau 1a dbi thoai v6i cac ton gido khac va hoi nhap van hoa va ddi thoai véi ngudi
ngheo.

Khéi lugng thong tin, tu liéu ciia bd sach that phong phi. Dau vay, doc hét bd sach,
chung ta van ludn c6 cam giac thom thém. L& ra van dé nay, tac gia kia can phai duoc dé cap
k¥ hon, chi tiét hon. Co nhitng van dé dugc cong trinh phan tich kha can k&, nhung ciing c6
nhitng triét gia, than hoc gia chua duoc md xé nhiéu. Ngudi ta tim thiy 1y do cua diéu nay
trong nhirng 10i 1& gian di trong phan Két luan. Ca mot cong trinh tim c& nhu vy, nhung
phan Két luan tuong nhu khong c6 gi dang phai ban tim, nhung d6 phan anh con ngudi clia
tac gia. Tac gia ty nhan cong trinh con nhiéu thiéu sot, dang 18 phai viét thém nhiéu nira boi
nhiéu van dé, nhiéu triét gia va than hoc gia dang 1& phai dugc cong trinh phan tich chi tiét,
thdu d4o hon nita, nhung tac gia da lya chon su “thinh lang” trudc Thién Chua. Poc dén day,
chung t6i méi hiéu duoc con ngudi cha, méi hiéu tai sao khi ching t6i mudn cé mot vong hoa
viéng mod cha, nhung cac ban hitu ciia cha truyén dat lai ¥ nguyén cua cha 13 tuong nhé toi
cha trong su thinh lang.

¥ Phan Tn Thanh (2022), Loi vé Thién chiia trong doi séng Gido hgi, tap 11, Nxb. Hong P, tr. 588.
° Phan Tan Thanh (2022), Loi vé Thién chua trong doi song Gido hoi, tap 11, Nxb. Hong Buc, tr. 798.



TRIET: Tap chi Triét hoc va Tuw twéng, S6 18 (08/2026) 1

Chung ta ton trong ¥ nguyén do, twdng nhd tdi cha Giuse Phan TAn Thanh, mot cdy gao coi
ctia than hoc Kito6 gido & Viét Nam, trong sy thinh ling



